ENG4U Culminating Activity – Novel Study

The selection novel study project will consist of an independent novel study and discussion pod, media link proposal, a thesis interview and a comparative presentation.


Part 1: Novel Selection & Reading
You will rank and select a novel in order of preference from a predetermined list. You will be given time to pre-read part of each choice novel. The teacher will accommodate preferences to the best of their ability.
You will be provided with some in-class time to read your chosen novel, however the vast majority of reading will have to be completed independently outside of class time (i.e. homework).
Part 2: Discussion Pod
As a book group, you will meet once with the other students that have read your novel and Ms. Grace.  The teacher will sit with your group for the entire seminar, listening, observing and taking notes throughout your discussion. You are to use the reading guide as a way to frame the discussion; this is where you demonstrate your understanding of the text and present your analysis of its implicit features. You will be evaluated for oral communication skills, as well as reading comprehension.
Part 3: Comparative Presentation (Novel & Media)
This presentation will require you to share the prevalent themes in your novel with members of the class who may or may not have read their book, as well as draw connections between their novel and one other media piece (of your choice). There will be 3 components to this: 
A) Media Selection and Proposal: Each group member will find another MEDIUM (picture/photograph, painting, video clip, poem, advertisement, song lyrics, or another novel/book cover, etc.) that connects to one of the THEMES/MESSAGES in your novel. It should not be too obvious, nor should it be too abstract. In order to move to the next task, you must have your text approved. It should not be anything that has been covered in class. You will complete the attached Media Proposal form and submit it by the due date. 
B) Thesis Interview: After you have had your media approved, you will meet with Ms. Grace to discuss the thesis and focus of your presentation. Please note: this step may have to be repeated multiple times until you have a satisfactory thesis / outline. You will complete the Thesis Interview form in preparation for your interview.
C) Presentation: Your presentation should include the following elements:

a.  Compare how your media piece and your novel communicate your essential question/thesis. Use specific quotations from the novel, and specific details from your media form to support your ideas.
b. Challenge the class to consider what themes/messages are being conveyed by explaining your interpretation of the media piece with connections to the text.
Evaluation Scheme

The Culminating Activity is worth 15% of your overall course mark. Please see attached rubrics for detailed marking scheme for each individual task. 
	STAGE/ ASSESSMENT
	MARKS
	DUE DATE

	PART 2: Discussion Pod

-ability to clearly communicate key points.
-level of understanding and analysis of the text.

	          / 20 Marks (Reading)

          / 20 Marks (Oral Com.)
	

	PART 3(A): Media Proposal

-clear, coherent, organized proposal that effectively persuades the teacher.
-connections between the text and media are clearly developed.
	          /20 Marks (Media)
	

	PART 3(B): Thesis Interview

-prepared thesis statement with supporting points.

-able to discuss the merits of the thesis, evidence, and potential difficulties it presents.
	          /10 Marks (Media)

          /10 Marks (Oral Com.)
	

	PART 3(C): Comparative Presentation

-engaging, organized, well developed presentation with supporting visuals.
-thesis compares the text and media with supporting evidence present. 
	          /20 Marks (Media)

          /20 Marks (Oral Com.)
	


As this is a Culminating Activity, your attendance will be vital to your success. If you miss any of your due dates, you will receive a mark of ZERO without proper documentation. A note from your parents will not suffice. 
NAME: _________________________________

ENG4U – Culminating Activity Novel Study Discussion Pods

	Expectations
	Below Level 1
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Reading Expectations 
(20 marks)
· Analyse and assess ideas, themes, concepts and arguments

· Select and use significant and compelling evidence from text to support critical analysis

· Select and use significant resources to support critical analysis of text
	- Participation does not demonstrate any understanding of text
- Information is incomplete / inaccurate

- No use of evidence to support analysis of text

- Absent from discussion

- Minimal participation does not allow accurate assessment of understanding

(0-9 marks)
	- Minimal discussion of the text

- Analysis of text is incomplete

- Very simplistic / summary of text

- Minimal use of evidence to support analysis of text

- No use of other resources to support analysis
(10-11 marks)


	- Some understanding of the text

- Analysis of thematic and conceptual issues relating to the text is mostly relating to surface issues

- Use of some evidence to support analysis of text

- Minimal use of other resources to support analysis
(12-13 marks)
	- Good understanding of the text

- Analysis of thematic and conceptual issues relating to the text is good

- Use of thoughtful, consistent evidence to support analysis of text

- Use of other resources to support analysis
(14-15 marks)
	- Sophisticated understanding of the text

- Analysis of thematic and conceptual issues relating to the text is insightful

- Use of compelling and thoughtful evidence to support analysis of text

- Use of other critical resources to support analysis
(16-20 marks)

	Oral Communication Expectations 
(20 marks)
· Select and use the most appropriate active listening strategies
· Communicate in a clear, coherent manner, using a structure and style effective for the purpose, subject matter and intended audience.
· Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of interpersonal speaking strategies

	- No or minimal participation in discussion

- Arguments are simplistic and with little supportive evidence

- Minimal use of active listening strategies
- Minimal participation does not allow for accurate assessment

- Communication style does not promote effective group dynamics

- Absent from discussion

(0-9 marks)
	- Limited participation in discussion

- Ideas are sometimes disorganized or lack supporting evidence
- Limited use of active listening strategies

- Verbal communication is somewhat clear and appropriate
- Some communication with the group is ineffective or dissuades discussion

(10-11 marks)
	- Some participation in discussion

- Expression of ideas is clear, but only some ideas are supported
- Some use of active listening strategies

- Verbal communication is mostly appropriate and contributes positively to the group

(12-13 marks)

	- Good participation in discussion

- Expression of ideas is clear and coherent

- Understands and acknowledges dissenting opinions, poses insightful questions

- Good use of active listening strategies
- Attempts to ask questions and further discussion

(14-15 marks) 
	- Expression of ideas is clear, coherent and thoughtful

- Participation promotes questioning
- Able to develop detailed and thorough oral arguments using textual evidence to support ideas

- Thoughtfully understands and acknowledges dissenting opinions, poses insightful questions
- Synthesizes ideas of others

(16-20 marks)


Comments: 

NAME: _________________________________

ENG4U – Culminating Activity Media Proposal
**Be sure to have you media piece present for this meeting**

Novel Studied (Author, Title):
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Media Selection (Source, Title):
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Rationale (3 Reasons you selected this media):
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Area to be Considered (Area of Focus for your novel comparison):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Possible Subtopics for comparison between text and media piece (3-5):
	
	· 

	
	

	· 
	


NAME: _________________________________

ENG4U – Culminating Activity Comparative Presentation
	ORAL COMMUNICATION        /20



	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge/
Understanding
/10 Marks
• textual evidence  (key quotes or passage) and connections
	-presents limited evidence and/or few connections to novel’s theme


	-presents some relevant evidence and connections to novel’s theme


	-presents considerable evidence and connections to the novel’s theme


	-presents insightful and unique evidence and connections to various elements in the novel



	Communication
/10 Marks
•
focus and unity

•
sense of audience and purpose

•  body language

•  voice


	- presentation has limited focus and awareness of audience

-shows limited command of gestures and body language

-speaks with limited accuracy and effectiveness


	-presentation has some focus and unity and awareness of audience

-shows some command of gestures and body language

-speaks with some accuracy and effectiveness
	-presentation has considerable focus and unity, and addresses audience with considerable confidence

- shows considerable command of gestures and body language

-speaks with considerable accuracy and effectiveness


	-presentation has a strong, clear, unified focus and addresses audience with a high degree of confidence

-shows strong command of gestures and body language

-speaks with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness



	MEDIA    /20



	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Thinking/ Inquiry
/10 Marks
• thematic

connections

between novel and media text
	-interplay of thematic connections between novel and media text is vague or missing


	- interplay of thematic connections between novel and media text is somewhat effective


	-interplay of thematic connections between novel and media text is thoughtful and effective


	- interplay of thematic connections between novel and media text is highly engaging and effective



	Application
/10 Marks
•
choice of media

•
understanding of media text form
	- chooses an irrelevant or clichéd choice of media

-shows limited understanding of the intended message of chosen media text form


	-chooses a relevant but simplistic choice of media

-shows some understanding of the intended message of  chosen media text form


	- incorporate unusual or unexpected features of media

-shows considerable understanding of the intended message of chosen media text form
	-incorporates complex, unexpected features through their choice of media

-shows a strong understanding of the intended message of chosen media text form


ENG4U – Culminating Activity Thesis Interview
Text for Comparison: __________________________   &   Media for Comparison: _________________________________

Thesis Statement: __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	Argument #1
	Supporting Points

	
	Text: Point 1



	
	Text: Point 2



	
	Media: Point 1



	
	Media: Point 2




	Argument #2
	Supporting Points

	
	Text: Point 1



	
	Text: Point 2



	
	Media: Point 1



	
	Media: Point 2



	Argument #3
	Supporting Points

	
	Text: Point 1



	
	Text: Point 2



	
	Media: Point 1



	
	Media: Point 2




	Criteria
	Below Level 1
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Development of Argument:

· Thesis statement is clear

· At least three sub-points to support

· Verbal/ written evidence to support argument
	· Thesis statement is vague, indirect or unclear.

· Sub-points do not support the thesis statement

· Verbal/written evidence is not adequately explained.
	· Thesis statement is somewhat general or confusing
· Sub-points are shallow with little evidence

· Verbal/ written explanation is present but limited.
	· Thesis statement is adequate.
· Adequate sub-points are evident.
· Adequate verbal/ written explanation of points.
	· Thesis statement is clear and thoughtful. 
· Sub-points are thoughtful and relevant.

· Verbal/ written explanation of points is clear and effective.
	· Thesis statement is clear and insightful. 
· Sub-points are excellent and contain evidence. 
· Verbal/ written explanation of points is thoughtful and sophisticated. 

	MEDIA     /10 Marks



	ORAL COMMUNICATION     /10 Marks




	December 2015


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
Debates
	8

Debates
	9

Debates 
	10

Debates
	11

Film
	12

	13
	14

Introduce Lit.Circle Assignment

Pick Novel
	15

News Article Presentations
1. Lance
2. Adam
3. Luis

4. Natasha
	16

News Article Presentations
1. Jacob
2. Robyn
3. Nicholas
	17

Reading class
	18

Reading class
	19

	20
	21
	22


	23
	24
	25

	26

	27
	28
	29


	30
	31
	
	

	January 2016

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	3
	4
Reading Class
	5
News Article Presentations
1. Anand
2. Kaitlyn
3. Victoria
	6
-Discussion Pod:
(The Kite Runner)
	7
-Discussion Pod:
(The Book of Negroes)
	8
-Discussion Pod:
(419)

Media Proposal Due
(all novels)
	9

	10


	11
Reading Class
	12
News Article Presentations
1. Alexis
2. Alex D.
3. Alex B.
	13
-Thesis Interview:
(419)
	14
-Thesis Interview:
(The Book of Negroes)
	15
-Thesis Interview:
(The Kite Runner)
	16

	17
	18

News Article Presentations
1. Will
2. Jimmy
3. Kevin
	19
Culminating Comparison Presentations
	20
Culminating Comparison Presentations
	21
Culminating Comparison Presentations
	22
Remedial
	23

	24
	25

Exam Preparation

	26
Exam Preparation
	27
EXAMS
	28
EXAMS
	29
EXAMS
	30


DUE DATES:





1. DISCUSSION POD _______________________





2. MEDIA PROPOSAL ______________________





3. THESIS INTERVIEW _______________________





4. PRESENTATION      _______________________








